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Sir: 

This paper responds to an Office Action dated April 10, 2008, within the one month period 
for response. 

First of all, Applicant notes that it previously elected claims 1-17, via a response dated 
July 18, 2007, in response to an earlier Restriction Requirement. In that prior response, Applicant 
withdrew claims 18-24 and added claims 25-30. 

-1- 

Response to Restriction Requirement 
U.S. Serial No. 10/774,769 



Thus, claims 1-17 and 25-30 are presently pending in this application. Of these presently 
pending claims, claims 1, 25, and 27 are independent, and each of these independent claims is directed 
to generally the same type of invention, namely "an apparatus for use with a radiolucent skull clamp 
supporting a head of a patient." 

The Office Action asserts that the present application includes three distinct inventive species, 
identified as Species I, Species II, and Species III, and related to Figs 1, 7, and 9, respectively. 
Applicant disagrees with this characterization. 

More particularly, Fig 7 shows a piston 50a that coacts with a removable pin load applicator 
126. Fig 1 shows the same piston 50a. The Office Action states that Species I is directed toward "a 
pin load applicator 50a as shown in Fig 1." This is incorrect because reference numeral 50a refers 
to the piston 50a. Fig 1 does not show the pin load applicator 126. Fig 1 shows two other pistons 
50b and 50c. Each of these pistons 50a, 50b, 50c is adapted to receive the same pin load applicator 
126. And that pin load applicator 126 is shown in Fig 7. Thus, Figs 1 and 7 do not show different 
pin load applicators. Rather, they show the piston 50a which is adapted to receive the removable pin 
load applicator 126, an element which is recited in each of independent claims 1, 25, and 27. 

For these reasons, Applicant elects, without traverse, the species referred to as Species II in 
the Office Action, and which the Office Action characterizes as "a pin load applicator of Fig 7." 
However, Applicant respectfully asserts that claims 1-17 and 25-30 are all within this elected species. 
Moreover, Applicant respectfully asserts that this elected species is shown not only in Fig 7, but also 
in Figs 1,2, and 3. 

Still further, Applicant respectfully asserts that, contrary to the statement in the Office Action, 
Fig 9 is not directed to a pin load applicator with a locking pin. Rather, Fig 9 should be viewed 
within the context of Fig 8, which shows that a hinge locking screw 222 and a shaft 224 form part 
of a structure used to hold clamp support bracket 162, to which the skull clamp body 22 is mounted. 
As shown in Fig 1, skull clamp body 22 is the structure which supports the pin assemblies that hold 
pistons 50a, 50b, and 50c. Thus, although Fig 9 may be correctly considered another inventive 
Species, it is not a pin load applicator with a locking pin. 
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In summary, Applicant respectfully asserts that each of pending claims 1-17 and 25-30 is 
directed to the same species of invention, namely "an apparatus for use with a radiolucent skull clamp 
supporting the head of a patient," and that these claims are best characterized in the Office Action 
as Species II. 

If there are any questions regarding this paper, or which might otherwise further this case onto 
allowance, please contact the undersigned at (513) 241-2324. Moreover, if any other charges or 
credits are necessary to complete this communication, please apply them to Deposit Account 23- 
3000. 



Respectfully submitted, 




iomas J. Burger*: 
Reg. No. 32,662 
WOOD, HERRON & EVANS, L.L.P. 
2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513)241-2324 
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